Networks
Solidarity
Digital

skrowten-ytiradilos-latigid/gro.airavvvvvv.dap//:sptth

.noitasrevnoc dedaerht-itlum dna mret-gnol siht ni pets txen
a si noitatnemucod sihT .snoitseuq eseht hguorht kniht yl
-evitcelloc ot hcihw ni ecaps lanoitasrevnoc a etaerc ot demia
hcihw snoisses eerht detsoh airaV ,1202 enuJ dna yaM nI
?yltnereffid serutcurtsarfni lanoitatupmoc enigami
ew nac woh dnA ?noitanimreted-fles lacigolonhcet rof seit
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yler t’nod taht sedutitta lacigolonhcet enigami ew nac woH
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stnemegdelwonkcA --
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noitcudortnI —
dap skrowteN ytiradiloS latigiD
:xidneppA --

52

?erac dna yticapac fo smret
ni serutcurtsarfni latigid kniht
-er ew nac woH — 3# noisseS --

71

?serutcurtsarfni
detaredef ro desilart
-neced ,evitanretla morf denrael
snossel era tahW — 2# noisseS --

9

?seitinummoc
dna senilemit ssorca
skrowten latigid erugifnoc
-er ew nac woH — 1# noisseS --

5

skrowteN ytiradiloS latigiD --

stnetnoC fo elbaT

.elbaliava syawla gnieb ton rof ezigolopa ton ot yrt s’teL
.smialc ytivitcudorp on ,doohmitciv on ,tliug on ,erusserp
oN !rebmemer tuB .syaw tnereffid ni rehto hcae ot gnidnops

These are some of the places/moments where shared intersectional sensibilities have been activated:
-- Varia
-- Arts Meets Radical Openness (AMRO)
-- Iterations
-- 3rd Obfuscation Workshop
-- Relearn Summerschool
-- Techno-Galactic Software Observatory
-- Networks with an Attitude
-- Are You Being Served? + feminist servers summit
-- TransHackFeminist Meet-Up
-- Reclaiming Digital Infrastructures +
https://autonomousdesign.hotglue.me/
-- Monday Readings
-- CLOG Agency
-- Relearning Series
-- The Institute for Technology in the Public Interest
(TiTiPi)
Being aware that lived experiences still miss embodied perspectives related to computed forms of ageism, ableism,
racism, speciesism, … this pad needs to be read as the snapshot of a very situated community of practices, undoubtedly
tainted by the problematics of a particular group of people
(and not others), no matter how large it still is. Yet, we hope
that this pad is taken as an invitation to expand, stretch, reshape and carry the conversation further.
The pad will slowly morph and mutate, depending on different forces and energies: new projects and groups are being
encountered and micro- and macro-organisms which are re‑
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‑ni latigid dna erawtfos evitcartxe-non dnuora noitasrevnoc

eht drawrof yrrac ot dediced airaV ,retal raey eno naht eroM
.smret nwo rieht
rednu serutcurtsarfni latigid htiw delgnatne eb ot syaw no
gnikrow ,snoitazinagro dna spuorg ,slaudividni tnereffid yb
depahs neeb evah hcihw senilemit regnol ,elpitlum fo trap si
secitcarp evitcelloc dna erawtfos eerf ,sloot evitanretla ni tse
-retni eht taht egdelwonkca ot su rof tnatropmi si ti ,emit ni
tnemom ralucitrap a ni deraeppa evitaitini siht hguoht nevE
.ssenesolc
laicos enilno dna seigetarts dia lautum latigid rof ecruos
-er a sa dap eht tide dna esu ot detrats snoitasinagro dna
spuorg ,slaudividni erom dna erom ,emit revO .sgnidaer lac
-iteroeht dna pleh-fles evitcelloc fo smrof ,sevitaitini larutluc
enilno ,sredivorp gnitsoh ,gnirahs elif ro s’NPV ,sdaprehte
,liam-e ,tahc ,gnicnerefnoc oediv rof sloot evitanretla sa hcus
,sloot erawtfos eerf htiw detrats slairetam derehtag fo tes ehT
.erew ydaerla ew naht resolc neve
,ot esolc yats ot detnaw yltnegru dna yltpurba ew taht slairet
-am erahs ot ,daprehtE na no ecaps evitcelloc a detrats airaV
,degreme taht scimanyd larutcurtsarfni xelpmoc ot esnopser
nI .stamrof enilno otni decrof ylneddus erew efil dna krow
,seitivitca ruo fo ynam ,sisirc cimednap labolg eht ot eud
,hcihw ni tnemom a ,0202 hcraM ni degreme evitaitini ehT
.krow larutluc dna efil yadyreve rieht ni hceT giB fo sbew
gnitacoffus eht fo tuo kaerb ot tnaw taht snoitasinagro dna
spuorg ,slaudividni rof ecruoser a si tI .ssenrehtegot dna yt
-ilaivivnoc ,ytiradilos latigid rof sgnidaer dna secitcarp ,sloot
fo gnitsil derahs enilno na si 1skrowteN ytiradiloS latigiD

/erac.etarip//:sptth ]31[
/gro.krul//:sptth ]21[
ln.bupx//:sptth ]11[
/ln.tsewmadrettorlaazseel.www//:sptth ]01[
/moc.ssecca-gnippam.www//:sptth ]9[
egaP
-_niaM/php.xedni/ikiw/gro.hcetlacitcat.cesredneg//:sptth ]8[
/gro.aidemdeilla//:sptth ]7[
/gro.hctawsig.www//:sptth ]6[
gro.gniteemscihpargerbil//:sptth + lmth.xedni/tra
-ssolf/sgniht-moc.552uelb/moc.552uelb.evihcra//:sptth ]5[
srevres_tsinimef_ot_srevres_suomonotua_mor
F_:srevreS/php.xedni/ikiw/gro.hcetlacitcat.cesredneg//:sptth
+ ytiruces-tsilkcehc-srevresmef/p/ten.puesir.dap//:sptth ]4[
lmth.922/edon/se/gro.uofalac.904enobkcab//:ptth
/ fdp.01-10-8102-ipd051-bew-sre
-voc-htiw-ne-2hcetbos/fdp/GMI/gro.omitir.www//:sptth ]3[
lmth.ne.tnahpele-tnatsid/stfew/gro.wzvtnats
-noc//:sptth + tnahpele/gro.airavvvvvv.dap//:sptth ]2[
lmthx.efilretfa_tim
-muS/gro.wzvtnatsnoc.devresgniebuoyera//:sptth ]1[
… ;]31[erac.etarip ;]21[kruL ;]11[BUPX
,)… + ]01[laazseeL ,]9[baL ngiseD lacitirC ,]8[cesred
-neg ,]7[aideM deillA ,]6[hctaW yteicoS noitamrofnI labolG(
skrowten dia lautum dna erac ytinummoc ;]5[scihparG
erbiL dna trA SSOL/F ;]4[srevres suomonotua dna
tsinimef fo stsil ;]3[ytngierevoS lacigolonhceT ;]2[mooR eht
ni tnahpelE na si ereht ,noitutitsnI larutluC raeD ;]1[otsef
-inaM revreS tsinimeF eht fo stenet eht yb detalucitra esoht
ot evitcepsrep tnanoser a morf dap siht detaruc evah eW
.htiw gnigagne dna gnirolpxe trats
ot sevitaitini gnitsoh dna sloot ynam era erehT .secivres s’esle

Digital Solidarity Networks

frastructures. In May and June 2021, three public sessions
were organised which aimed to create a conversational space
in which to collectively relearn how digital tools co-shape
our everyday life and cultural events. Collective relearning is
a practice that emerges from an interest in shared learning
environments with as many teachers as there are students.
Each session consisted of an introductory presentation by an
invited guest, a collective relearning exercise, and ended with
a collective discussion. The program of the Digital Solidarity
Networks series was the following:
-- How can we reconfigure digital networks across timelines
and communities? Thursday 20 May, with Dušan Barok
-- What are lessons learned from alternative, decentralised
or federated infrastructures? Thursday 27 May, with
LURK
-- How can we rethink digital infrastructures in terms of capacity and care? Thursday 10 June, with The Institute
for Technology in the Public Interest (TITiPI)
With the Digital Solidarity Networks sessions, we attempted
to create a conversational space to collectively reflect how
digital tools co-shape our everyday life and cultural events.
As such, we invited cultural workers, artists, designers and
activists to collectively relearn, think through and begin to
understand the politics of the current socio-technological
situation.
How can we imagine technological attitudes that don’t rely
on data extractivist models? How can we generate possibilities for technological self-determination? And how can we
imagine computational infrastructures differently?

6

pu.pdf
[4] TERF = Trans Exclusionary Radical Feminists
In such a context, we feel the response-ability to suggest a different approach to technology which does not reinforce capitalist ideals of productivity in situations of crisis (i.e.: “business as usual”). One that promotes collective networks of
solidarity that don’t rely on data extractivist models, reconsider the figure of the user, and can be adapted to the specificities of each situation. Luckily, there are already plenty of
kickass, inspiring initiatives doing great work in this area.
With this pad, we hope to share some of them.
At the same time, we cannot ignore that it takes effort, and a
great amount of privilege, to walk away from these corporate
tech solutions once and for all. Ease-of-use in times of urgency; network effects; family members whose contact is dependent on the usage of mainstream social networking platforms; complicated political situations where these are sadly
the most convenient choice; the need for an online presence
in times of structural precarity; etc; are all considerations
that should not be discarded and are the reality for most of
us. In fact, and precisely because of such considerations, we
are not advocating a purist approach. We are all entangled
with Big Tech, but we would prefer to critique it, put limits
and eventually choose all of our dependencies without being
forced.
So if you are interested in experimenting with other digital
infrastructures, we invite organisations, collectives and individuals to look closer into these alternatives and support
them to the best of their abilities, by either hosting their
own versions of the software, therefore diminishing the visitor load, or providing financial compensation for someone

39

7

83

‑moC

snoisses
gninraeler evitcelloc eht rof deraperp erew taht sdohteM -snoisses eht ot noitcudortnI -:sniatnoc noitatnemucod sihT
.noitasrevnoc dedaerht-itlum dna mret-gnol siht ni pets
txen a si slairetam eseht gnihsilbuP .)LN( madrettoR ,airaV
ni 1202 enuJ dna yaM tuohguorht ecalp koot taht snois
-ses eerht eht fo noitatnemucod eht seirrac noitacilbup sihT

noitatnemucod sihT
.snoitaler dna snoitarugifnoc fo sdnik elpitlum elbane
hcihw dna egdelwonk fo smrof tnereffid fo evisulcni ecitcarp
a eb dluohs ti taht rehtar tub ,strepxe eht ot ylno tfel eb ton
dluohs ygolonhcet taht esimerp eht morf trats eW .yaw tne
-reffid a ni ygolonhcet htiw segagne enoyreve taht egdelwonk
-ca ot tub ,weiv dlrow elgnis eno edulcni ton ot ,mret eht
yb tnaem si yadyreve esohw dnatsrednu ot gniyrt osla era eW
.noitautis ralucitrap a ni
seod ygolonhcet hcae tahw fo ssenetairporppa eht ta erom
kool daetsni eW .ygolonhcet trams os ton dna trams ro ,ygo
-lonhcet wen dna dlo fo noisiv eht hguorht kaerb ot yaw a sa
ygolonhcet yadyreve mret eht esu eW .seigolonhcet yadyreve
no desucof madrettoR ni desab ecaps-evitcelloc a si airaV

airaV tuobA
.serutcurtsarfni
latigid yadyreve ruo dna hceT giB neewteb pihs
-noitaler xelpmoc eht tuoba noitasrevnoc gniogno eht deu
-nitnoc ew ,snoisses skrowteN ytiradiloS latigiD eht hguorhT

-_lainoloceD_ot_noitcudortnI_feirB_A_potkseD_87am
-s_8stnemucod_atadresu__/1/81764/ku.ca.nepo.oro//:ptth
msilanoitatupmoC ]3[
fdp.margorp_nuqqit/secruoser/gro.rednuosa//:ptth
ecneserp fo sisirC ]2[
/sisirc-fo-semit-ni-noit
-ageled-fo-secitcarp-lacitilop-onhcet-dna-ruobal-fo-noisivid
-no-enod-sgniht-teg-tsrif-stel-691-jcf/gro.lanruojerutlucerb
-if.xisytnewt//:sptth noitarapes fo stnemom ot refer ot noit
-ageleD tdatsmraD eht yb desu mret a si tnemom ykaenS ]1[
.sgnisirpu laicos nretsew
-non dna ;tceffe edisyrtnuoc eht ot kcab eht ;tseretni cilbup
eht rof serutcurtsarfni lanoitatupmoc htiw tnemegagne)er(
evitcelloc fo smrof sa hcus ]1[tnemom ykaens emas eht fo
swolgretfa eht ni htiw tfel era ew taht slaitnetop eht ;)… ,sre
-krow gig ,”soretnam“ aka srodnev teerts ,srekrow xes ,sredir
yreviled ,gnisuoh( seitiradilos rehto & spo-oc ,snoinu wen
fo seimonoce derahs ;seitinummoc SSOL/F nihtiw sesnec
-il nepo gnizicitilop-er fo tnemom eht ;)… ,lortnoc redrob
,gnimraf evisnetni ,senilepip nosirp-ot-hcet gnidulcni xelp
-moc nosirp dna ecilop eht dnufed( snoitutitsni dehsilbatse
llew fo yteirav a dnuora dezinagro stnemevom msinoitiloba
eht :sa hcus ,smrof lairetam evitamriffa evah smaerd hcuS
.fo tmaerd eb won nac snoitaraper
laitrap ylno hcihw tsniaga egnahc etamilc dekovorp a fo
snaem yb noitcnitxe ssam ht6 eht sdrawot htap dezilareneg
a dna ;ytivitcennoc fo kcal sa hcus secitsujni larur ;ytilamron
”wen“ cinegyh-repyh ;lausu sa ssenisub ot kcab gniog fo stes
-dnim ,smsicsaf wen ,msilarebil etal ot smeiuqer ;]4[sFRET
rof rood a htiw msinimef maertsniam ;]3[emiger lainoloc
lanoitatupmoc yraropmetnoc eht sa msilanoitatupmoc fo
tnemhsilbatse eht ;snoitaler lacimonoce-oicos tsom fo noit

Appendix:
Digital Solidarity Networks
pad — Introduction
The Digital Solidarity pad starts with a collectively written introduction. This text has gone
through a situated update in May 2021, which
is included below.

This is the start of a listing of resources regarding mutual aid
strategies and social closeness through alternative digital infrastructures. This pad contains examples of collective digital reparative practices, in a time where everything points to
the further consolidation and accelerated normalization of
the Big Tech industry (Zoom, Facebook, Slack, Microsoft
Teams, Skype, etc.), a.k.a. GMAFIAZ. Other attitudes are
possible!
The Covid-19 pandemic was the main (de)stabilizing force
during the period where this pad emerged (physical distancing, remote working and care taking-and-giving), but we also
want to account for other temporalities of diverse thicknesses and lengths, which are inextricably embedded in what is
shared hereby. For example: the irreversible damage that we
are left with in the aftermath of the sneaky moment[1]; the
relational precarity provoked by what the Invisible Commitee called the contemporary “crisis of presence”[2] that
combines the digitization of the modern subject’s experience
with the anthropocene; the increasing need and control of
migration flows along the Global North-South axis; turbocapitalism as the computationally speeded-up financialisa‑
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rof secivres elpmis dedivorp secruoser esehT .ecruoser yt
-inummoc a ot retupmoc lanosrep eht fo aedi eht gnidnetxe
nageb secalp suoirav ni seitinummoc nehw ,s0991 eht tsael
ta ot kcab sehcterts skrowten latigid nur-tsitra fo yrots ehT

.kroW
ytinummoC dna skrowteN latigiD nuR-tsitrA
tuoba ekops ohw koraB na uD yb denioj erew
š

ew ,yaM 02 yadsruhT no ,tneve tsrif eht roF

communities?
across timelines and
configure digital networks
Session #1 — How can we re-

their milieus such as e-mail clients, mailing lists, web hosting,
shell access and audiovisual broadcasting, supporting free expression and experimental practices.
Countering the stereotype of a self-contained nerd culture,
they were highly localised and embedded in various cultural
scenes, often operating out of artist-run spaces. The impetus
was not only to confront the environment controlled by
commercial providers, but perhaps even more importantly
community awareness and the need to maintain common social spaces.
Twenty years later, the centralisation of the internet has
brought new dimensions to their continuing relevance. They
provide the means to build an autonomous infrastructure
operating the nodes of distributed and libre networks. They
also provide safer spaces regulated by the communities
themselves. In this presentation, Dušan will briefly discuss
their genealogies, varieties and dilemmas.
Dušan Barok is a researcher and artist. He graduated in networked media from the Piet Zwart Institute, edits Monoskop
and is a co-admin of the Multiplace/Sanchez server.
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-- shared BBB whiteboard + motto
-- pad writing
-- spoken story
-- …
Elements to form infrables with:
-- the intention of the story: what is the inten‐
tion for the “public interest”? (connected to the
line below)
-- a maxim, saying, concise expression, motto
-- talking plants
-- inanimate objects
-- creatures (e.g.: the tortoise and the hare,
grasshoper and the ant, etc.)
-- natural phenomena
-- infrastromorphising: attributing infrastructur‐
al characteristics, motivation or behavior to
inanimate objects, animals, or natural phenomena
-- rhyme and repetition

Recap

We took 10 minutes together to collect and write
more anecdotes in addition to those by TitipI
through the following question:

This summary emerged from a collective note
taking process during the presentation.

Dušan’s talk started with the question: as cultural organizations, is there a way out of our relations with Big Tech without losing audience? Although we should keep historical differences in mind, alternatives have been around since the
90s: providing and maintaining digital access was a major
subject then. Dušan’s talk then moved on to focus on the

12

Do you remember any specific situation where a digi‐
tal service or tool caused a particular kind of
stress, moments of exclusion, inaccessiblity,
tension?
Then we split into 4 groups and translated one of
the anecdotes into an infrable.

33

31

How can we follow and understand infrastructural
shifts through shared experiences?
How can the anecdotes become fables to understand
together what is going on?
To what extent do individual experiences stand for a
larger whole?
What happens when you share, retell, adapt, rewrite
someone else’s experiences?
We need to find methods that step beyond expertise,
control and overview; how can we think about in‐
frastructure “from the middle”?
From anecdote to infrable

The situation

.puorg tegrat
a naht rehtar puorg reep a sa ecneidua eht ees ot gnisoporp
dna ”?secneidua yfitnauq sdnuf larutluc yaw eht ni sedut
-itta tsivitcartxe atad gnitcaneer pots ew od woH“ :gniksa yb
dehsinif na uD .gniht ENO sa msivitca laicos dna msivitca lac
-igolonhcet dootsrednu sevitaitini eseht taht denilrednu klat
s’na uD .slliks nimdasys nrael ot ecalp a sa revresretsys dna
lavinraC hceT citcelcE detrats ohw ,ymedacA sregnahcred
-neG ;gnidnuf lacol + seef srebmem hguorht decnanif ,6991
ecnis po-oc a sa snoitcnuf taht evitaitini erutluc ten nairtsuA
na ,ta.suvres ;anneiV fo tuo tub ,ytic latigid sa emit emas
eht ta deneppah hcihw ,esabteN cilbuP ;srehto dna ,slaudiv
-idni ,slicnuoc ytic :elpoep ynam rof tenretni ot ssecca tsrif
eht dna llA4SX htiw detailiffa tcejorp a ,)ytiC latigiD ehT(
datS elatigiD eD ;semoh rieht morf tenretni eht ot tcennoc
ot elpoep rof elbissop ti ekam ot seinapmoc tsrif eht fo eno
saw hcihw ,LN ni redivorp tenretni ,LLA4SX :selpmaxe htiw
detalupop saw hcihw ,skrowten latigid nur-tsitra fo yrots

For this exercise:

1. Pick one [EXAMPLE] mentioned by Dušan during

gninraeleR evitcelloC

pick an anecdote
choose a format
choose elements
re-write/change/re-tell the anecdote into a
infrable together

hguorht osla tub ,emit hguorht nraeler ot saw
aedi eht tnemom gninraeler evitcelloc siht roF

1.
2.
3.
4.

his presentation or an [EXAMPLE] that you are
aware of.
2. Describe [EXAMPLE] together, describe what you
know about it.

ssorca nraeler ew nac woh :sedutitta tnereffid

Formats for passing on the infrables:

?snoitasinagro tnereffid
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.IPiTIT fo noitatneserp eht morf deunitnoc dna
otni dekooh taht setodcena eht gnitirw-er fo
tnemom a saw esicrexe gninraeler evitcelloc sihT

gninraeleR evitcelloC
?esrun ym eh si :thguoht I
tnemom taht tA .tips fo ebut ym mih dessap I sa ,tcatnoceye
dah ew tnemom taht ta dna mih ot revo dednah I taht gab
tnerapsnart a ni ti tup ot dah dna elpmas eht delaes neht

š

š

3. What is it? Who is behind it? How does it op‐
erate? (You can use the axes of inquiry below
to dive further.)
Resetting the situation
-- What structural conditions have changed between
then and now? or across different attitudes?
-- How did the imaginations shift?
-- What are obstacles that appeared?
-- Which privileges are at play then/now?
-- Who has/d access to [EXAMPLE]?
Past in Present/Crossing between different attitudes
Imagine that [EXAMPLE] writes an announcement mes‐
sage on their website today, sharing the status of
the organisation. What would they say? What is the
status of the project? Why did they make this deci‐
sion? How do they greet their readers? You can use
the pads below to write your notes. We will be shar‐
ing these texts when we come back together for the
conversation at the end.
Axes of consideration
Governance:
- Who sets the rules?
- How can the rules be changed?
- Where can complaints be filed?
Pedagogy:
- How can we think together with each other and with
tools?
- How can we listen to the machines?
- How can we learn about their impact?
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sections for ten people each so it meant that the organisers
of the feminist or women’s march had self organised this
idea of checking who had signed into the Eventbrite, maybe
they would have a barcode scanner at the entrance to this
zoned off area. But what had happened is … I had joined a
less official feminist bike ride, we were so many we flooded
the square so the whole setup crashed - people were crashing
through the gates, broke the tape, there was a mess of bikes
and people, it was a mess, there was no way the organisers
could have kept with their promise of managing their crowd.
So the worry about the barcode scanner being put in place,
the fact that everyone participating in the official march had
given their name, address and email, is really scary and the
fantasy of becoming its own police force that the organisers
held was really scary – from the setup you could see they
thought they could manage it – and then the white punk
girls just crashed it.
SPITTING WITH THE COURIERS
I was traveling - trying to travel to Brussels to see my comtrades and I was very anxious. I had ordered the COVID test
and downloaded the app. There was a technological hitch
and so it arrived two days late. I was anxious about the test
not being testable, that it would be a non-viable sample, so I
rang the company and they said “It is good to keep the sample as fresh as possible”, and so I could book in a courier between 08:00 and 18:00, that would come and take my sample to the lab. But they could not give an exact time. As
fresh as possible! They told me to wait until the courier arrived, knocked at the door and to spit into the tube whilst
he waited. He arrived at 13h and knocked on the door and
he waited while I watched the video, and spit in the tube.
Wait, I had to go through the app stages. Open the tube,
scan the barcode, watch the video, whilst he was waiting. I
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eseht erew ereht edisni os sedacirab eseht htiw elcric a edam
a dah yeht ,gniht elttac eht - sedacirrab latem detner dah
dna ,rehtag ot elpoep 01 rof saera net epat htiw ffo dekcolb
dah yeht desilaer I .rehtag ot desopus erew elpoep detekcit
001 eseht hcihw no erauqs emas eht no pu dedne dna ytivit
-ca rehtona denioj I dne eht ni oS .esruoc fo ,’tuo dlos‘ erew
yeht ydaerla ekil ,’tuo dlos‘ erew stekcit lla esruoc fo dna
knil eht no dekcilc I oS .rettam t’nseod ti yrots eht rof kniht
I tub ,etirbtnevE t’nsaw ti ,yllautcA .detubirtsid eb dluoc
stekcit eht taht os etirbtnevE no pu ngis ot evah dluow
uoy taht dna elpoep derdnuh a gnirehtag rof noissimrep
dah sresinagro eht taht tnemecnuonna na saw ereht ,somed
eht rof sllac sah yllamron taht setisbew eht fo eno no neht
dna dennalp seitivitca yna erew ereht fi enil-no gnikool saw
I oS .spuorg ni teerts eht otno tuo og ot dewolla ton saw
ti raey siht tub noitartsnomed a nioj ro ,hcram ot og rehtie
seitivitca hcraM fo ht8 eht ni etapicitrap ot yrt I yllamron oS
ETIRBTNEVE NO NOITARTSNOMED A GNIGANAM-FLES
.msilarebiloen
erup lla s’tI .stnuoma llams eseht fo tuo edam neht si tahw
dna seinapmoc gib eht ot tuo diap era taht snoillib eht ,eurt
ydaerla s’ti tuB .yenom deen I ,yenom deen I ,yenom deen
I ,dekcilc tsuj I tsrif ta taht ,shtnom 6 ,5 ,4 rof yenom yna teg
t’ndluow ew taht raelc saw ti esuaceb cinap a hcus ni saw I
.ylsuoicsnoc
ti did uoy fi sA .desilanimirc era uoy neht tuB .sdneirf htiw
emas eht s’tI .ti tuoba tnereffid gnihtemos syas rosivda xat
yreve dnA .ton ro kcab syap ohw raelc ton s’ti tuB .og eno ni
kcab ti yap ot deen uoy ,siht ekil s’ti won dnA .yenom erom
on saw ereht esuaceb ,deppots saw ti nehw emit a saw ereht
taht retfa esuaceB .yenom erom on dah yeht dias nilreB
erofeb nrut ym teg ot gniyrt tsuj saw I .snoitcurtsni eht daer

- What will happen with hardware that needs to be
trashed?
Resources:
- To what extent does the infrastructure rely on on
relatively environmental-friendly energy sources
(wind energy, solar power, tidal power, wave power,
geothermal energy, biomass and waste energy)?
- Are you going to buy new hardware or re-use/recy‐
cle old one?
Network/interoperability/relations of:
- If we understand “infrastructure” as something
that brings things/entities together, what is being
brought together?
- At what scale is the digital infrastructure oper‐
ating on? What is lost in the scaling?
dies, corporate sponsors, conferences etc.)
Maintenance:
- Are administrators, moderators and developers vol‐
unteers or paid for?
- How do you pay for your infrastructure? (e.g.: do‐
nations, academia, state or private funding, subsi‐

outside your benefits; you will lose your benefits completely
if a payment shows up. UC aggressively discourages people
from staying on benefits. It is a system that is
micromanaged.
VACCINE BROS
So people doing sexwork were saying to me, “do you have
the vax badge on your profile”, and then others were asking
“have you seen the taglines on grindr”, people are labelling
themselves as big bear Pfizer, as Moderna otters, some said
they saw a profile that was labelled, let me check it was …
yes: “Grindr profile of a “vaccinated top” with the foreboding caption, “It has begun.” It’s inevitable: the antibody bro
is about to become the vaccine bro".
CORONA ‘HELP’
With the first Corona aid, you could get 5,000 euros and
there were people who got that. There were also people who
took money fraudulently. That’s why people had to give it
back. Most of the people I know have actually transferred
the money back. Because it is not clear at all. And there is so
much stress. It’s so unclear. You are being criminalised very
quickly. People then immediately make a case of fraud. At
the beginning it sounded as if it was available to everyone
and you had to apply for it very quickly. You only had a certain amount of time to do it. I think it was 10 minutes or so
and then the page closed. But the problem is, only if you received a number, you can get to this page, you’ve been waiting for days until you can get to the webpage. And I also
have to confess, I didn’t read the small letters, I just saw “I
can get money”. So they asked “Do you need more money?”
and I of course said “Yes!”. I wasn’t entitled to that much
help, because it was only for operating costs. But I didn’t
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lessons learned from alterna-

tnemyap lanoitidda yna gnivah sdrawot evissergga ylhgih
si tI .smialc gnikam morf elpoep dengised era ,tnemom eht
ta KU eht ni desinagro era stifeneb woh si hcihw ,metsys ti
-derC lasrevinU eht fo esuaceb si ti fo trap gib a … htiw od ot
sah osla tI .stifeneb no erew stnapicitrap eht taht demussa yl
-raelc yeht taht si ,ereh ni tup nac ew trap rehto ehT .tcejorp
ot detubirtnoc dah ohw enoemos fo tnemyap reporp a fo
erac ekat yllautca ot naht srehcuov eht tuo evig ot meht rof
reisae saw ti esnes eht ni snoitarepo laicnanif rieht ezimitpo
ot tpmetta na ni gnipeekkoob evitaerc troppus ot ,noisave
xat troppus yaw a ni ot nozamA gnisu osla tub dnah eno
eht no nozamA otni yenom cilbup gninohpis erew yeht ,sre
-hcuov eseht gnisu ytisrevinu eht esuaceb taht si desilaer ew
tahw oS .stifeneb rieht pu ssem ot gnitnaw ton elpoep ot sci
-tehtapmys erew ew fi neve ,srehcuov nozamA no gnitupmoc
duolc tuoba lacitirc si taht yenom tcejorp yna dneps ot tnaw
ton did yllaer ew tub ,sexat ro stifeneb rieht htiw erefret
-ni dluow hcihw emocni deretsiger yna evah ton dluow yeht
;stnapicitrap eht fo stseretni eht ni osla si siht esruoc fO .tfig
a sa tub ycnedneped laicnanif a sa pu gniwohs eb ton dluow
osla dna tnemyap sa nees eb t’ndluow ,meht htiw noital
-er laicnanif a pu tes ton dluow ti esuaceb saw siht sseug ew
,srehcuov nozamA meht gnivig yb enod eb ylno dluoc siht
dediced dah ytisrevinu eht esuaceb KU eht ni desab stnap
-icitrap yap ot elba ton erew ew taht saw trap rehtona tub
,stluser hcraeser eht ecneulfni dluow ti taht raef fo esuauceb
sseug I stnapicitrap yap ot lacihtenu sa tlef saw ti taht saw
eussi eht fo traP .stnapicitrap gniyap htiw smelborp tneref
-fid ynam otni nar ew os setitisrevinu tnereffid owt neewteb
detartsinimda saw ti tcejorp eht tub gnisinagro erew ew snoit
-asrevnoc eht ni stnapicitrap yap ot tnatropmi yllaer saw ti
thguoht ew - rof saw ti tahw srettam ti kniht I - ’snoitcaretni
larutcurtsarfni‘ tcejorp hcraeser a pu gnittes erew ew nehW

Session #2 — What are

SREHCUOV NOZAMA HTIW GNIYAP

dna -ten dnuora snoissucsid evihcra dna gnitatilicaf ni de
-tseretni srekcah/stsitra fo evitcelloc llams a sa detrats KRUL

.ohw htiw dna ti od ew yhw ,seod
ti tahw ,eb ot emac ew woh ,si ti tahW .sgni
-dnuorrus sti dna KRUL tuoba deklat )gnibbA
macsoR leoR dna xuosnaM ciremyA yb detneser
-per( ,1202 yaM 72 yadsruhT ,KRUL klat siht nI

ated infrastructures?
tive, decentralised or feder-

ture practices, (experimental) (sound) (new media) (software) art, and things like that. We have been active since
2014 and today we offer to like-minded people and peers the
possibility to host their email discussion lists, access to instant messaging services and to alternative social media platforms, as well as streaming servers.
Now that COVID19 has reignited conversations about autonomy and sovereignity in relation to digital infrastructures, it
is useful to inform these discussions with lived accounts of
both the challenges and opportunities of self-managed digital resources and autonomous digital infrastructures. In particular, in this presentation we will discuss the services we
run, the infrastructure we use, and the time and energy it
takes to support it all. We will also zoom in and out to
demonstrate how collectives and organizations are dependent on LURK but also how LURK is in turn itself dependent on other collectives and organizations. After that, we
will go through multiple concrete scenarios to imagine how
digital resources can be shared across cultural institutions,
small organisations and artistic practices. Each of them will
ask us to engage with hosting digital services while assuming
different scales, needs and knowledge.

Recap
This summary emerged from a collective note
taking process during the presentation.

TITiPI started the talk by introducing their practice: When
Covid apps started being introduced, TITiPI tried to understand what the impact would be on people, institutions and
communities: through the writing of a bug report, which
they published on the git repository of one of these apps,
they tried to engage with this. This bug report was half-complaint, half-analysis. Recently, they wrote another bug report in response to the EU digital COVID immunity certificate, which was promptly moved to a discussion because it
was not considered a technical issue by the git repository
maintainers.
TITiPI’s talk centered on understanding digital infrastructures through the lived experiences of those affected by their
operations. This focus on lived experiences took the form of
sharing of anedoctes, which is politically important as it is
producing solidarity by turning personal experiences into
collective ones. While telling these stories, TITiPI realised
how hard it is to figure out where to act, to intervene, and
how to move with things that are in place. To transform
these stories into tools, not as something that happened to
me but as something that could happen to all of us.

TITiPI start to read out the following anecdotes
in turns while being accompanied by piano music played by Seda.
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.dloter dna dekrower eb ot sleb
-arfni fo seires a eb lliw snoitasrevnoc krowteN ytiradiloS lat
-igiD eht ot noitubirtnoc ruO .snoitacilpmi rieht psarg ot gni
-yrt dna ,stfihs larutcurtsarfni gnicneirepxe elpoep htiw gni
-srevnoc neeb sah etutitsnI cilbuP eht ni ygolonhceT rof etut
-itsnI gnigreme eht ,shtnom tsal eht revO .sedutitta lacigolon
-hcet rehto rof ecaps ekam osla yeht tub ,sloot ro serutcurts
-arfni evisserppo yfitnedi selbarfni ,stnuocca evitarranart
-xe dna evitarran hguorht detareneG ?secneloiv rieht odnu
dna sevitarran hceT giB nwod-ekat ot llet ew nac selbarf

Session #3 — How can we rethink digital infrastructures
in terms of capacity and
care?
For the third event, on Thursday 10 June 2021,
we were joined by The Institute for Technology
in the Public Interest (TITiPi) (Miriyam
Aouragh, Seda Gürses, Femke Snelting, Helen
Pritchard) who spoke about about infrables.

Infrables make negative use-cases and un-fixing bug reports
as a solidary praxis. They are articulations of what extractive
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woh fo sralucitrap eht tuoba gniklat ot no devom KRUL
,nehT .putes tnerruc eht htiw seussi eht era tahw gniyfitnedi
htiw strats krow tnatropmi fo tol a ,tcaf ni :gnorw yliras
-secen era stnemecalper ni-pord yas ot ton saw siht ,revewoH
.snoitaler tnereffid ecudorp dna tcapmi lliw pu
-tes yreve ;cte ,seigetarts noitaredom tnereffid ,noitatilic
-af artxe seriuqer hcihw ,stnemecalper ni-pord htiw esac
eht si ti sa rehtona rof riahc eno gnignahcxe naht rehtar
stnemegnarra tnereffid fo gnikniht sa sevitanretla fo
kniht nac ew esnes taht ni dna ,tneve na ta sriahc pu gnit
-tes fo rohpatem eht desu KRUL ereh dna ,sevitanretlA -.tcatni snoitaler eht lla evael
uoy ,revewoH .ti ecalper uoy dna ,liamG elpmaxe rof
,loot ralucitrap a evah uoy erehw ,stnemecalper ni-porD -:sehcaorppa
owt otni deifilpmis eb dluoc snoitnevretni fo egnar eht
taht dedrawrof neht KRUL .sgniht eseht htiw tnemirepxe
dna stnemele tnereffid eseht hguorht kool ot uoy secrof sevit
-anretla fo noissucsid eht dna .cte ,noitazimotsuc ,stuoyrt
,noitatnemirepxe rof secalp lla era esehT .sledom eunever /
niamod / gnitsoh / erawtfos / nimda / sresu fo smret ni slevel
kcapnu dna tcurtsnoced ot tnatropmi si ti ,hcaorppa cihtil
-onom a tpoda koobecaF ekil seinapmoc aidem laicos erehw
,elpmaxe roF .erutcurtsarfni latigid sdrawot hcaorppa ralu
-dom a gnitpoda fo ecnatropmi eht dethgilhgih klat s’KRUL

.noitatneserp eht gnirud ssecorp gnikat
eton evitcelloc a morf degreme yrammus sihT

paceR
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they came to be, from their origins until today. Currently,
LURK is hosting among others, a mailing list, an XMPP
server and a Mastodon instance on 3 machines. LURK highlighted that this entails complex collective work and a complex chain of dependencies: “There is no autonomy. Autonomy is an illusion.”

Collective Relearning
During this collective relearning moment, we
tried to understand the practical dimensions of
running our own digital infrastructures. Among
other considerations, we asked: What are the
costs? How is it funded? How to organise this?
Which skills are needed?

A Trans-Local Shared Calendar Network
You are part of a trans-local network of (small)
cultural organisations that are teaming up their
communication efforts. You are tired to be dependent
on external social media platforms, for different
reasons and want to back control over your events.
You would like to do your communications differently
and are sharing strategies for how you would like to
move forward and spread the word. The group is not
afraid to take a highly experimental approach. To‐
gether you decided to work on:

small flyers throughout the month, but also on each
other’s website.
Axes of consideration:
- What (what are needs/expectations?)
- Finance (what are the costs? who is paying for
it?)
- FTE
- costs
- sources of income
- Upstream (how to feed back into the free software
tools)
- Network (questions of collaboration, involvement,
togetherness, who can do what, what is already out
there?)
- Organisation (how to organise this?)
- Maintenance (administration, moderation, develop‐
ment, availability, skills)
- Governance (decision making, Code of Conduct)
- Hosting (who is doing the technical work?)
Strategies:
- Buying services
- Self-organising
Scenario:
We are ourselves, and together we form a network
that shares a calendar.

a trans-local shared calendar network, where each
organisation in the network advertises each other’s
events, using a series of small printers that output
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